
WE are Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (elca) 
918 South Litchfield Road, Goodyear, AZ 

Office: 623-932-2394 
Website: www.christevangelical.org 

Interim Pastor:  Kim Sterner  (cell phone: 602-510-9575) 
 

Welcome and thank you for coming to worship! 
We welcome all visitors this morning to our service of Word and Sacrament.  
ALL are invited to receive the bread and the wine. Please know that at CELC 

this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s 
gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed. 

 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 
  June 1, 2025 

   9:00am 
 

-Service of Word and Sacrament- 
The Gathering 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
EASTER GREETING 

P: Christ is Risen. He is Risen indeed.   
Christ Lives! Christ Lives indeed! 
Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen indeed!    
    

SHARING OF THE PEACE     
 

http://www.christevangelical.org/


GATHERING HYMN:    ELW 821   “SHOUT TO THE LORD” 

 



THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P  In the name of ☩ the One 
who was, who is, and who is to come. Amen. 

  
In the waters of baptism, 
we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, 
and we are a new creation. 
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, 
who was, who is, and who is to come. 
 
Now breathe upon this water 
and awaken your church once more. 
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. 
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 
 
To you, our Beginning and our End, 
our Shepherd and Lamb, 
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
PASTORAL GREETING 
P  The grace of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.  
O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. Make us love what you 
command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our hearts 
may be fixed where true joy is found, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

[Congregation is seated.] 



The Word 
FIRST READING: ACTS 16:16-34 

Those who had enslaved a girl and used her powers to tell fortunes threw Paul and 
Silas into jail for ordering the spirit to come out of her and consequently ruining 
their business. In prison, Paul and Silas bring the good news of the gospel to the 
jailer and his family. 
 
      16 One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a 
spirit of divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 
17 While she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most 
High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.” 18 She kept doing this for many 
days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name 
of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. 
  19 But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized 
Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. 20 When 
they had brought them before the magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing our 
city; they are Jews 21 and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to 
adopt or observe.” 22 The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them 
stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. 23 After they had 
given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep 
them securely. 24 Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and 
fastened their feet in the stocks. 
  25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 
prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the 
foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and 
everyone’s chains were unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors 
wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the 
prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for 
we are all here.” 29 The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling 
before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to 
be saved?” 31 They answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you 
and your household.” 32 They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in 
his house. 33 At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then 
he and his entire family were baptized without delay. 34 He brought them up into the 
house and set food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had 
become a believer in God.  
 
         Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 



PSALM     PSALM 97 
Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous. (Ps. 97:12) 
 
    1 The Lord reigns; let the earth rejoice; 
  let the multitude of the isles be glad. 
 2 Clouds and darkness surround the Lord, 
  righteousness and justice are the foundations of God’s throne. 
 3 Fire goes before the Lord, 
  burning up enemies on every side. 
 4 Lightnings light up the world; 
  the earth sees and trembles. 
 5 The mountains melt like wax 
  before the Lord of all the earth. 
 6 The heavens declare your righteousness, O Lord, 
  and all the peoples see your glory.  
 7 Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods! 
  Bow down before the Lord, all you gods. 
 8 Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, 
  because of your judgments, O Lord. 
 9 For you are the Lord, most high over all the earth; 
  you are exalted far above all gods. 
 10 You who love the Lord, hate evil! 
  God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from the hand of the 
wicked. 
 11 Light dawns for the righteous, 
  and joy for the honest of heart. 
 12 Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, 
  and give thanks to God’s holy name.  
 
SECOND READING:   REVELATION 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 
The ascended Christ, hidden from our sight, promises to come again. We eagerly 
pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” with all who respond to this invitation. 
 
        [Jesus prayed:] 20 “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those 
who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they may all be one. As you, Father, 
are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you 
have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may 
be one, as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, 
so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have 
loved me. 24 Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me 



where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the 
foundation of the world. 
  25 “Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know 
that you have sent me. 26 I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so 
that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 
 
         Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      “RESUCITO” 
 
Refrain: Resucito, resucito, resucito, aleluya.  

Aleluya, Aleluya, Aleluya, Resucito.  
 

Vs. With him then, die and live with him then,  
  Rise and sing our hymn then, sing alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL:   JOHN 17:20-26 
Jesus prays that the life of his followers will be characterized by an intimate unity of 
identity with God. To be so identified with God means also to share in God’s mission: 
to proclaim the word that will bring others into this same unity. 

The holy gospel according to St. John, the 17th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
    23 Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will keep my word, and my 
Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Whoever 
does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the 
Father who sent me. 
  25 “I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all 
that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as 
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 28 You heard 
me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice 
that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you this 
before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.” 
 
       The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 



SERMON: REV. KIM  
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A  God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 

Welcoming God, you invite all people to come and encounter your love. Give your church 
open hearts and minds to embrace all who seek your presence. Increase the capacity for 
cooperation between denominations and congregations. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Creating God, your might is seen in storms and in silence. Where drought threatens, bring 

rain. Where waters flood, ease them back. Where fire, earthquake, hurricane, or tornado destroy, 
shelter your people and restore your land. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Discerning God, fill the hearts of leaders with your passion for justice and mercy. Call the 

nations of this world to tables of peace and collaboration. Encourage governments to seek avenues 
of collective benefit and joy. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Abiding God, all people are held in your care. Accompany survivors of abuse, trauma, and 

exploitation. Strengthen our resolve to listen and advocate on behalf of all who are unnoticed. Hear 
our prayers for those close to our heart (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Rejoicing God, be with this congregation as summer begins in the northern hemisphere. Keep 

travelers safe. Keep the vulnerable cool. Invigorate summer ministry efforts in our community, and 
support the well-being of children and young people. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
P: We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with 

us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 
 
 

   



The Meal 
OFFERTORY / OFFERTORY MUSIC    “SHOUT TO THE NORTH” 

BY MARTIN SMITH 

OFFERTORY PRAYER      
A  Let us pray. 

Risen One, 
you have gathered us around your table of grace 
along with these gifts we bring. 
Come among us again, 
breathe your life into us, 
and enliven us with this meal, 
that we may live as your risen body in the world. Amen. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,.. 

We praise your name and join their unending hymn… 
 

(Setting Four from ELW) 



 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   

P    You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
 You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
  
 You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
 so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
 
 We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
 to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks… 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink of this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 



 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 
LAMB OF GOD  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Grant us peace, grant us peace.  

 
COMMUNION SONG:    ELW 496     “ONE BREAD, ONE BODY” 

 



PASTORAL BLESSING 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
P:    Let us pray. 
      Living God, 

in this feast you have made yourself known to us. 
Send us now to tell of your wonders, 
sing of your glory, 
and proclaim your risen life 
to a wounded and weary world. Amen. 

The Sending 
BENEDICTION: 
P  The triune God, 

who was, who is, and who is to come, 
Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 
light your way with resurrection dawn, 
now and always. Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG:   ELW 887   “LORD, DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING” 
 



DISMISSAL: 

P  Go in peace. In Christ you are made new.  
Thanks be to God.  
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