
WE are Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (elca) 
918 South Litchfield Road, Goodyear, AZ 

Office: 623-932-2394 
Website: www.christevangelical.org 

Pastor:  Jeff Gallen   (cell phone: 623:341-3712) 
 

Welcome and thank you for coming to worship! 
We welcome all visitors this morning to our service of Word and Sacrament.  
ALL are invited to receive the bread and the wine. Please know that at CELC 

this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s 
gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed. 

 

Day of Pentecost 
  May 19, 2024 

9:00 am 
 

-Service of Word and Sacrament- 
The Gathering 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
    

GATHERING HYMN:  ELW 800   “SPIRIT OF GOD, DESCEND UPON MY HEART” VS. 1, 3, & 4 

http://www.christevangelical.org/


 



THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
P  In the waters of baptism, 

we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, 
and we are a new creation. 
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, 
who was, who is, and who is to come. 
 
Now breathe upon this water 
and awaken your church once more. 
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. 
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 
 
To you, our Beginning and our End, 
our Shepherd and Lamb, 
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
PASTORAL GREETING 
P  The beauty of the Creator inspire you, 

the unity of the Breath of Life enfold you.  
And the grace of the Good Shepherd be with you,  
And also with you.  

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.  
Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth to the world. Send 
us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us language to proclaim your gospel, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

[Congregation is seated.] 
 
 



The Word 
FIRST READING:   EZEKIEL 37:1-14  

The Hebrew word rendered as ruach means “spirit,” “wind,” or “breath.” This 
reading plays on the different meanings of the word. Just as the dry bones in 
Ezekiel’s vision are given new life, flesh, and breath (or spirit), so God will give the 
exiles God’s own spirit and will bring them home to the land of Israel.  
 
  1The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord 
and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around 
them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, 
“Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4Then he said to 
me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 
5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall 
live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you 
with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the 
Lord.” 
 7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were 
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there 
was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, 
and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and 
the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
 11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 
‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore 
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and 
bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of 
Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you 
up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, 
and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken 
and will act, says the Lord.” 
 
         Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM:  PSALM 104:24-34, 35B 
Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. (Ps. 104:30)  
 
        24How manifold are your works, O Lord! 
  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 



 25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number, 
  living things both small and great. 
 26There go the ships to and fro, 
  and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it. 
 27All of them look to you 
  to give them their food in due season.  
 28You give it to them; they gather it; 
  you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 
 29When you hide your face, they are terrified; 
  when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. 
 30You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; 
  and so you renew the face of the earth. 
 31May the glory of the Lord endure forever; 
  O Lord, rejoice in all your works.  
 32You look at the earth and it trembles; 
  you touch the mountains and they smoke. 
 33I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; 
  I will praise my God while I have my being. 
 34May these words of mine please God. 
  I will rejoice in the Lord. 
 35bBless the Lord, O my soul. 
  Hallelujah!   
 
SECOND READING: ROMANS 8:22-27 

By pouring the Holy Spirit into our hearts, God gives us the promised first fruit of 
eternal life so that we await God’s future in hope. In the meantime, the Spirit also 
intercedes for us by carrying the prayers of our weak human hearts to God.  

    22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 
23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope 
we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But 
if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who 
searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 
the saints according to the will of God.  
 
         Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      “RESUCITO” 
 
Refrain: Resucito, resucito, resucito, aleluya.  

Aleluya, Aleluya, Aleluya, Resucito.  
 

Vs. With him then, die and live with him then,  
  Rise and sing our hymn then, sing alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL:    John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
While speaking to his disciples before his death, Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as 
“the Helper” and describes the difference the Spirit will make in their lives and in 
the world.  

The holy gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
    
     [Jesus said,] 26“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27You also are to testify 
because you have been with me from the beginning. 
 16:4b“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 5But now 
I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6But because 
I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it 
is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; 
but if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin 
and righteousness and judgment: 9about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10about 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 11about judgment, 
because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 
 12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13When the Spirit of 
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak 
whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, 
because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For this 
reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.” 
 
       The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON: PASTOR JEFF  

 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A  Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all those in need of good news. 
A brief silence. 

We pray for the church universal, for its ministries, and for the spread of the gospel. Shower 
your Spirit upon Sunday school students, confirmands, and the newly baptized (especially). God of 
grace, 

hear our prayer. 
For the earth, our precious home. We give thanks for the diversity of plant and animal life 

on our planet. Empower us by your Spirit to be wise and faithful stewards of all you have made. 
God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
For the nations and those who govern. Give those in authority understanding hearts, that 

they work together to bring justice and peace on earth. Grant all who vote in elections wisdom 
and discernment. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
For those in need around the world: for victims of crimes, for victims of sexual abuse and 

exploitation, for those who are incarcerated. For all who suffer in any way (especially). God of 
grace, 

hear our prayer. 
For this congregation and its ministries: for those who plan and lead worship, for acolytes 

and communion servers, for readers and tech ministers, for all who prepare and clean our worship 
space. May our worship be pleasing in your sight. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

P: Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen. 
 
INSTALLATION OF TRANSITION TEAM 

The Meal 
OFFERTORY / OFFERTORY MUSIC         “HOLY SPIRIT, COME TO ME” 

BY JULIE HOY 

 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A  Let us pray. 

Risen One, 
you call us to believe and bear fruit. 
May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love. 
Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,.. 
We praise your name and join their unending hymn… 

 



 

 
[THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE]    (NUMBER 4) 

P    In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks… 
 



And so we remember your Son, his life, his death, and his glorious resurrection, his word, and his 
presence in this meal, and we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
We pray that you send your Spirit, your breath, your fire, your wisdom, your guidance everywhere 

in the church.  
Send your Spirit upon this bread and cup; inspire your people for service, always be making us 

new; and renew the world with your mercy, with your healing, your justice and your peace, reconciling 
us with you and our neighbors.  

We praise you, all-holy God, the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit, Abba, Living Water, Breath of 
Life, today, tomorrow and forever. Amen! 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ is made known to us 
in the breaking of the bread. 
Come and eat at God’s table. 

  
LAMB OF GOD  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
Grant us peace, grant us peace.  

 
COMMUNION SONG:     “SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD” 





BREATHE ON ME, BREATH OF GOD 

  
PASTORAL BLESSING 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
P:    Let us pray. 
      Shepherding God, 

you have prepared a table before us 
and nourished us with your love. 
Send us forth from this banquet 
to proclaim your goodness 
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
our redeemer and friend. Amen.  



 

The Sending 
BENEDICTION: 
P  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The God of resurrection power, 
the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Spirit of Easter hope 
☩ bless you now and always. Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG:     ELW 396  “SPIRIT OF GENTLENESS”  VS. 1, 2, & 4 
 
DISMISSAL: 

P  Go in peace. Journey gently on this planet’s green pasture. 
Thanks be to God.  
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