WE are Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (elca)
918 South Litchfield Road, Goodyear, AZ
Office: 623-932-2394
Website: www.christevangelical.org

Interim Pastor:  Kim Sterner  (cell phone: 602-al0-8573)

Welcome and thank you for coming to worship!

We welcome all visitors this morning to our service of Word and Sacrament.
ALL are invited to receive the bread and the wine. Please know that at CELC
this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s
gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed.

Easter Sunday

Resurrection of our Lord
April 5, 2025
10:00am

-Service of Word and Sacrament-
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PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

EASTER GREETING
P: Christ is Risen. He is Risen indeed.
Christ Lives! Christ Lives indeed!
Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen indeed!




P: “The last enemy to be destroyed is death,” Paul writes. Today Christ is risen, and we

gather together with astonishment and joy. Christ is risen, and we have been set free from

the bonds of death. Christ is risen, and we are forgiven. Christ is risen, and with the
women at the tomb and Peter, we are amazed. Let us rejoice: Christ is risen indeed!

Alleluia!
GATHERING HYMN:  ELW 365  “JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY”
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1 Je - sus Christ is r1is’n to - day, Al = le - lu - ia!
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Al - le - lu - ia!
3 But the pains which he en - dured, Al - le - lu - ia!
4 Sing we to our God a - bove, Al /_\ le - lu - ia!
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our tri - um-phant ho - ly day, Al - le - lu - ia!
un - to Christ, our heav'n-ly king, Al - le - Iu - ia!
our sal - va - tion have pro -cured; Al - le - lu - 1a!
praise e - ter - nal as his love; Al - le - lu - 1a!
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who did once up - on the cross, Al = le - Iu - ia!
who en-dured the cross and grave, Al - le - lu - ia!
now a -bove the sky he’s king, Al - le - Iu - ia!
praise him, all you heav'n-ly host, Al - le - Iu - ia!
N
2 o i} J ‘b-& A—/—_\\]:— - J— 4D
Y il ’ 7 !
7 - | |

==



THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

P

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb! Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
Water may be poured info the font as the presiding minister continues.
Merciful God,
you are the one who was, who Is, and who is to come.
You lead us beside still waters.
We thank you for the waters of creation:
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.
We thank you for the waters that nourish us (/ocal waters may be named).
Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.
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suf - fer to re - deem our loss. Al - le - lu - 1ia!
sin - ners to re - deem and save. Al - le - lu - 1a
where the an-gels ev -er sing. Al - le - lu - ia!
Fa - ther, Son,and Ho -ly Ghost. Al - le - lu - ia
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Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever. Amen.

PASTORAL GREETING

@ The grace of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
0 God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his
glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to
sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever. Amen.
[Congregation is seated.]

The Word

FIRST READING:  ACTS 10:34-43

Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a
summary of the essential message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus,
whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, receives
forgiveness of sins through his name.

34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality,



35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.
36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus
Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee
after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both
in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us
who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose
from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about
him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

HYMN OF JOY ELW 364 “CHRIST IS ARISEN, ALLELUK™ VS [, 2, & 5
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1 Christ has a - r1is - en, al - le - lu - ia
2 For three long days the grave did its worst
3 The an - gel said to them, “Do not fear.
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A - me - fu - fu - ka, ha - le - lu - yaq,
For our re - deem - er burst from the tomb,
He who gives life did death  un - der - go,
See for your - selves the tomb 18 all bare.
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e - ven from death, dis - pel - ling its gloom.
and in its con - quest his might did show.
On - ly the grave - clothes are ly - ing there.”
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4 “Go spread the news: he’s not in the grave. 5 Christ has arisen to set us free.

He has arisen this world to save. Alleluia, to him praises be.
Jesus’ redeeming labors are done. Jesus 1s living! Let us all sing;
Even the battle with sin is won.” Refrain he reigns triumphant, heavenly king. Refrain

SECOND READING: COLOSSIANS 3:1-4

Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection
reshapes the entire focus and motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with
the risen Christ in God.

If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the
things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in

glory.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION RESUCITO”

Refrain: Resucito, resucito, resucito, aleluya.
Aleluya, Aleluya, Aleluya, Resucito.

Vs.  With him then, die and live with him then,
Rise and sing our hymn then, sing alleluia!

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 28:1-10

Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to
proclaim the good news: Jesus is risen!

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 28" chapter.
Glory to you, 0 Lord.

1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord,
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like
lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook and became like
dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking
for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the
place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead,
and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my message for
you.” 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples.
9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet,
and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and
sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON: REV. KIM

MUSICAL RESPONSE BRASS QUINTET
PROFESSION OF FAITH

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us



pray for the needs of all creation.
A brief silence.

Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of everlasting life. Dispel our
doubts and fears and renew our faith and hope in you. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. May all the earth
be renewed by the light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may we be faithful stewards of all you have
made. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth. Where violence,
oppression, and corruption hold sway, pour out your holy and life-giving Spirit to transform and
redeem. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve or feel lost and afraid.
Draw near to those who are ill or in pain (especially). Reveal yourself to them as the Risen One.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s resurrection.
Bless this community, that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s victory over death in word and deed.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

@ God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
[he Meal

OFFERTORY / OFFERTORY MUSIC “RESURRECTION VICTORY” ADORATION CHOIR
BY LLOYD LARSON, GEORGE ELVEY AND CECIL ALEYANDER AND GODFREY THRING

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray.

Merciful God,
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day



when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,
that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus, Amen.

[THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE] (NUMBER 4)

Holy God, you alone are holy,
you alone are God.

This is the table, not of the church, but of the Lord. It is to be made ready for those who love
him and who want to love him more.

So come, you who have much faith and you who have little, you who have been here often and
you who have not been for a long time, you who have tried to follow and you who have failed.

Come, not because it is | who invite you: it is our Lord. It is his will that those who want him
should meet him here.

So now, following Jesus’ example and command, we take this bread and this wine, the ordinary
things of the world which Christ will make special. And as he said a prayer before sharing, let us
do so too.

Holy God, gratitude, praise, hearts lifted high, voices full and joyful - these you deserve.

In the night in which he was betrayed. ..
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks...

Remembering his love for us on the way,

at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died.

Christ has risen.

Christ will come again.



THE LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.

LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
Grant us peace, grant us peace.

COMMUNION SONG: S 321 “JOIN IN THE DANCF”

Refrain: ~ Join in the dance of the earth’s jubilation!
This 1s the feast of the love of God.
Shout from the heights to the ends of creation:
Jesus the Savior Is risen from the grace!

|. - Wake, O people; sleep no longer: greet the breaking of day!
Christ, Redeemer, Lamb and Lion, turns the night away!

2. Al creation, like a mother, Labors to give birth.
Soon the pain will be forgotten, joy for all the earth!

3. Now our shame becomes our glory on this holy tree.
Now the reign of death is ended; now we are set free!

4. None on earth, no prince of power, neither death nor life,
nothing now can ever part us from the love of Christ!



5. Love’s triumphant day of vict'ry heaven opens wide.
On the tree of hope and glory death itself has died!

6.  Chnist forever, Lord of ages, Love beyond our dreams:
Christ, our hope of heaven’s glory, all that yet will be!

PASTORAL BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P:  Let us pray.
Holy One,
through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,
to love our enemies,
and to bring your healing to the nations.
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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BENEDICTION:

@ God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

I+ bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG:  ELW 361 “7HE DAY OF RESURRECTION” V5. |, 3, & 4 TUNE:LANCASHIRE

|. The day of resurrection!
Earth, tell it out abroad;
the passover of gladness,
the passover of God.
From death to life eternal,



From sin’s dominion free,
our Christ has brought us over,
with hymns of victory.

3. Now let the heav'ns be joyful!
Let earth its song begin!
Let all the world keep triumph,
and all that is therein!
Let all things seen and unseen
their notes of gladness blend,
for Christ the Lord has risen,
our joy that has no end.

4. Then praise we God the Father,

And praise we Christ his Son,
With them the Holy Spirit,
Eternal Three in One;
Till all the ransomed number
Fall down before the throne,
And honor, pow’r and glory
Ascriibe to God alone!

DISMISSAL:

@ Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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