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Access on our YouTube channel

Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king
and humiliated servant. We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire to
follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying God. We wave palms in celebration
today as Christ comes into our midst, and we follow with trepidation as his path
leads to death on the cross. Amid it all we are invited into this paradoxical promise of
life through Christ’s broken body and outpoured love in a meal of bread and wine.
We begin this week that stands at the center of the church year, anticipating the
completion of God’s astounding work.

Sunday, March 29, 2026
Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday

True Humility
The servanthood of a teacher in Isaiah, the outcast in the psalm, those who bow
down in Philippians: today’s readings teach humility. On this day we move from
Christ’s triumphant ride on a humble donkey to the humiliation of the cross. The
humility of the characters in the passion story is in question: Judas, Pilate, the
Twelve, chief priests and elders, Barabbas, the crowd, the soldiers, two bandits.
Among other things, their lack of humility is what brings about the passion of Christ.
There is only one truly humble person in this story: Jesus the Christ. Matthew’s
humble Jesus cries out from the cross to ask God why he has been forsaken.

Only in the stories of the resurrection do other humble characters appear: the
centurion, the women, Joseph of Arimathea. A careful look at the complexity of
humility in the palm and passion stories could set up a reflective theme carried
through to Easter. Who in each story do we regard as humble? Why? How does our
humility compare? Are there characters who seem to gain or lose humility in the
course of the story from the triumphant entry to the resurrection? A deep and
meaningful understanding of humility is a worthy and lasting gift to take away from
the season of Lent and the celebration of Easter.

Joseph of Arimathea is a particularly good character on which to base an
understanding of humility. A close look at all references to him in the Gospels, and a
bit of creative narrative, create an image of a truly humble believer. He is referenced
in both canonical and apocryphal texts. His devotion represents deep humility that
leads to the very finest of good works as he cares for the body of Jesus.

https://files.constantcontact.com/ce024dbd001/40df4ed3-cecf-4e1a-8fcc-61e62f3baff9.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7VPhPuyx1B17Ps-q2GjpZQ


Worship Team

Interim Pastor: Kim Sterner
Music: Miloy Cañete

Assisting Minister: 
Mar 29/Apr 5 Patsy Blankenship

Apr 12/19/26 Les Stubbs

﻿Greeters:
Mar 29 - Mark & Ellen Brogie
Joan & Bruce Haroldson, and

David Gregor
Apr 5, 10am - Mark & Ellen Brogie

Joan & Bruce Haroldson, David
Gregor, and Judy Turnen

Readers:
Apr 5, 7am - Ellory Christianson

10am - Jeanne Foster
Apr 12 - Patsy Blankenship

Apr 19 - Jeaneite Lorenz
Apr 26 - Elaine Carlson

Altar Guild:
Mar 29 - Norma Heinrich & Nancy

Kleingartner
Apr - Renee Myers Globe & Jerry

Globe

﻿Altar Guild:
Mar 29 - Norma Heinrich & Nancy

Kleingartner
Apr - Renee Myers Globe & Jerry

Globe

Communion Assistants:
Mar 29 - Patsy & Emily

Blankenship
Apr 5 7am - Ellory Christianson

10 am - Emily & Patsy
Blankenship

﻿Ushers﻿:
Mar 29

Jo-Ann & Fred Wordell
Faith Hanley & Emma

Apr 5
7am - Faith Hanley & Emma

10 am - Mary Ellen Crane, Carol &
Dave Moonan

Apr 12/19
Faith Hanley & Emma, Gene

Myers, & Patti Santrizos

Apr 26
Faith Hanley & Emma, Joan &

Bruce Haroldson

Sound/Tech:
Mar 29 - Jim Hill/Ruben Salgado

Apr 2/3 - Jan & Wes Yost
Apr 5, 7am - Ruben Salgado

10am - Ruben Salgado & Stacy
Anderson

﻿Banners:
Judy Wandler

Flowers:
Kathie Townsend

We remember in our prayers... , (See email version)

Bishops: Deborah K. Hutterer, (Grand Canyon Synod), Presiding Bishop Yehiel 
Curry (ELCA churchwide)
Cactus Conference Churches: Lord of Life - Sun City; Spirit of Grace - Surprise 
CELC Campus Churches: Casa del Rey, Hope Alive, Inglesia Cristiana Valle de 
Beraca, Vida Nueva
Service Men/Women: (see email version)

Submit or update prayer requests by emailing: office@Christgoodyear.org, 
calling the church office: 623-932-2394, or complete an online prayer request

https://www.christevangelical.org/prayerrequest


form.

REACHING OUT TOGETHER

IHELP

Southwest Valley IHELP Here's a link to our
landing page on the AZ Community Impact site,

https://azcommunityimpact.org/#ihelp
Meals are being scheduled for May 1, 15, 29, June 5, and
19. Email the church office if you would like to prepare a
meal for IHELP. Su Erickson will contact you to confirm

the date.

We also need donations of small sunscreens, foot powder, toothpaste
and chapstick

Tuesday Food Pantry
Paper and plastic bags, c

﻿anned fruit, canned tomatoes, canned pasta sauce

LENT/HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
March 29
Palm Sunday and Adoration Choir & Orchestra Cantata @ 9:00 a.m.
April 2
Maundy Thursday Worship w/ communion @ 7:00 p.m.
April 3
Good Friday Worship @ 7:00 p.m.
April 5
Easter Sunrise Contemporary Worship @ 7:00 a.m.
Easter Breakfast - 8:00 a.m. 9:30 a.m. in Bldg A Fellowship Hall
Easter Egg Hunt - 8:30 a.m.
Easter Basket Raffle - 9:00 a.m.
Easter Festival Service @ 10:00 a.m.

Easter Lilies
Order a Lily to adorn our worship
space for our Easter services. Flowers
are $15 each, and you can give your
plant in honor or memory of a loved
one, or a special occasion. Order

deadline is March 29. Please order your flowers online here or by using the form at

https://www.christevangelical.org/prayerrequest
https://azcommunityimpact.org/#ihelp
https://azcommunityimpact.org/#ihelp
https://www.christevangelical.org/easter-lilies


the Welcome Center. You can take your Lily home after the 10:00am Easter Festival
Service on April 5.

Easter Basket Raffle

Stop by the Welcome Center on Sunday mornings and

view the Easter Baskets that will be raffled off on Easter

morning at the Easter Breakfast. All funds raised from the

purchase of raffle tickets will help send our CELC Youth to

Campformation.

Join us for Easter Breakfast
CELC will be serving Easter breakfast
between 8:00 and 9:30 a.m. in the Bldg
A Fellowship Hall. Skip Hood and
Valerie Ellis are doing the cooking and
treating us to a full menu of goodies.

Last chance to win one of the raffle
baskets that will be called at 9:00 a.m.

Free will offering.

Special Message from Pastor Kim & CELC Council
March 24, 2026

To my dear friends at CELC,

I need to inform you about a decision I have made. I will be ending my interim
position at your church at the conclusion of service on May 10, 2026, Mother’s
Day.

The reason for this decision is in part because Bob and I will be traveling in May
and early June for two grandsons’ high school graduations. One in Kansas and one
in Oregon. That’s lots of traveling.

When I get back from Oregon, I will be traveling with my sister Lois to Scotland
for two weeks. We are in a choir directed by a friend of hers that takes these trips



every year. This is the first one we will do together.

When I get back from that it will be July. 

I am going to try my best to retire again.

After being sick these last weeks, I realize my constitution is not what I want it to
be. My body and my mind, and my husband and my sisters, are telling me it is
time.

This will leave a huge hole in my heart as you all have found a place there in this
short time, we have been together. I remain confident that CELC will find the right
pastor to continue working with you in your extraordinary ministries. God’s got
this!

I will keep you all in my heart and prayers. Thank you for letting me be a part of
this wonderful church.

Blessings,
Pastor Kim Sterner 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Message from CELC Council

We at CELC have come to know and love our Pastor Kim while she has been with
us. We are very sad to see her go, but must understand her reasons.  

Having Pastor Kim with us during this part of our transition has been a special
gift. We now must trust that God will answer our prayers and provide us with a
new pastor who will best meet the needs of our congregation, and allow us to
continue to pursue our mission.

Our Fellowship Committee will provide an opportunity to celebrate Pastor Kim
and Bob and wish them both Godspeed at a farewell dinner on Friday, May 8.
More details to follow. We will also have a special coffee after church on her final
day with us, May 10.

FREE MONEY WITH NO STRINGS ATTACHED!

That’s essentially what Choice Dollars are. If you are already a Thrivent Member,
Choice Dollars are now available for use and can be designated up through
March 31, 2026. If you have already designated your Choice Dollars to Christ

Evangelical Lutheran Church - THANK YOU!



If you are considering joining Thrivent, or just want more information about how this
program works, read on.

As a member, Thrivent encourages YOU to participate in distributing a portion of its
charitable funds each year. That’s correct – you tell Thrivent where you want your

Choice Dollars to be designated among thousands of enrolled nonprofit
organizations, including churches, schools, outdoor & campus ministries and other
nonprofit organizations close to your heart. Since its inception in 2010, Thrivent has
distributed over 619 million dollars through Choice Dollars. That’s a lot of financial
support (free money) for places and causes that make a difference in our everyday
lives. And, as an added bonus, Thrivent covers all processing fees, so every dollar

you give goes directly to support your chosen organization.

Want to designate your Choice Dollars for this year? Attached here you will find
step-by-step instructions on how to do that both online and by phone.

Stephen Ministry Opportunity
Dear Christ Lutheran friends,
      I am new to our Congregation, but a long time
Lutheran. I grew up in Ridgecrest Ca. I attended
Grace Lutheran there, baptized, confirmed and
married there.
      In 2006, I trained as a Stephen Minister. We are
trained to come alongside others during a difficult time
in someone's life. This ministry fit well with my gift of

caring, faith and patience. 
      In 2012 I trained as a Stephen Minister Leader. I learned to train others to
become Stephen Ministers. Also tapping into another of my gifts of teaching. It has
brought a great deal of personal meaning and a continued growth in Christ to be a
Stephen Minister and Leader.
      I believe I am being called to share these gifts with my new Church family. My

first step is to find out who is trained already as a Stephen Minister and join me in
activating this meaning and fulfilling ministry. There are hurting people who need us
to share the love of Christ in this meaningful ministry.

 Please contact me if any questions.
7

 Blessings, Maria DeRush

Singles Gathering
Hey Singles! Last Thursday's meeting went really well! 4 singles showed 

up and we had a phone in participant! Lots of ideas were discussed 
concerning future events. Our first gathering is at BJs on McDowell, 

Thursday April 9th at 11:30 for lunch and sharing! Interested parties need 
to contact Valerie Ellis.

https://vpjnr9tab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HN8Du4KFNuAn8dqGZRWorn3MGesxSa-qdddzNDuExzPiX7vfVOmt6LKjipdfWyEIvOnH9MPM-IZEkMjp7YkGmmyel-sNi7mYt6JSuxOX3mlVFkO4-P-KBcbJThemo2OgxuxUfnJAftkfippp9TieNil5htL4zhkuQ-4t77jGAoHc3uT-DTs9uORkCKGiyqOQ2otqD_MwoeCKkNIt1NshOuqPcFboKLX1hgNG-n2qeaZBnk-Jktl6cMK9IDfTaKILX5uCrYoUXmplL2VHQMyoAVB7ZFGKzzD3JQSJ_hUMNlTxR1t70ZJRwCf8KkPbbi77&c=24BBGL7cqO2DU4i9kdTuWFToBSp61BStHp6f95yrz_O1-qXnLTM4zg==&ch=ix4lFYSUX0fogx0qCRawwo5CUewM7RU5GlV-tlB0PubBcKwa3iqknQ==
mailto:luckyindian54@gmail.com


Youth and Senior Tech Day 
Event Overview 

Are your smartphones causing you trouble? Join us for Youth and Senior Tech Day,
where seniors can engage with youth to discuss their technology concerns and
challenges. This event encourages a two-way learning process—seniors can
challenge the youth with their questions, and together, everyone can share

knowledge and experiences. 

Topics and Activities 
Exporting pictures 

Downloading music 
Using social media platforms such as Instagram and Facebook 

Exploring other smartphone features 
If the youth are knowledgeable in these areas, seniors may also have opportunities

to teach and share their own expertise, fostering mutual learning. 
Event Details 

Date: April 18 
Location: Building B classrooms 

Time: 10:00 AM 
If you have concerns about your laptop, feel free to bring it along for assistance. 

Please fill out the survey to let us know of your interest.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/D5ZLTHD

Hear CELC member Larry Kleingartner sing with the
Orpheus Men's Chorus

Life Line Screening
CELC is hosting Life LIne Screening Thursday, April 30.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/D5ZLTHD
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/D5ZLTHD
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/D5ZLTHD


Life Line Screening is the nation's leader in Stroke and Cardiovascular
Risk Screening. Special pricing for $129.

Get screened and identify your risk level for the following diseases:
1. Carotid Artery DIsease
2. Peripheral Artery DIsease
3. Atrial Fibrillation
4. Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm

For more information and to book an appointment, click here.

Upcoming Events

Apr 12 - Book Exchange
Apr 18 - Computer Tech with Youth
Apr 19 - CELC Council meeting
Apr 23 - CELC Book Club
Apr 30 - Life Line Screening
May 8 - Pastor Kim Celebration dinner

Church Directory
Join Our Mailing List 

Simply Giving Application
Fry's Community Rewards: CELC #MW462

CELC Calendar
CELC Website

https://www.christevangelical.org/staff-and-leadership
Council Meeting Minutes Click on link above

Click on the highlighted word and it will take you to the link

﻿Interim Pastor: Kim Sterner
Music: Miloy Cañete

Council President: Carol Moonan
CELC Office Phone: (623) 932-2394

Please email office for appointments or special requests at
office@christgoodyear.org

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church | 918 S. Litchfield Road | Goodyear, AZ 85338 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://files.constantcontact.com/ce024dbd001/afe057b8-ea8d-4005-8e20-b142bbcb4864.pdf
https://mhii6ndab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SYcPE6Ktt0bht68vyNQW0iByQCFLDXuHUCuJVMMdasITd-0XIUm6P_7AF8ZafUiALRpqA8FnjjY-qL7SszdsaKq_GrnqCm7Jd-Bkv4LsFqv9kvdySMWssGikqroouksUSXT2-1-B1WiXrgg6W_-Cvmz2KZzF-r1k0oB4X-C3YrJFBRQk48NnjMr6631UvcaRdBwVYRGc51U=&c=-qC1yEAcTSut_rSZgKJ34zVfb6_vVXn-HWZyFrASIJJYkhyIxMOJUQ==&ch=yEQvAUXu53bC4etpppgeMIXWSwBZwOq6Gyb4-G4zAJKpIobd3joP1Q==
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001D5M72sEPb7qhwQlAs6m89d2Ug7mSgl5Ydd35GIGNy9tXHBY4l4CHLLDXoJIW2MmuPnUyBukd3mNADJ-NxxcodPe7OxsOX6gk
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001D5M72sEPb7qhwQlAs6m89d2Ug7mSgl5Ydd35GIGNy9tXHBY4l4CHLLDXoJIW2MmuPnUyBukd3mNADJ-NxxcodPe7OxsOX6gk
https://mhii6ndab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SYcPE6Ktt0bht68vyNQW0iByQCFLDXuHUCuJVMMdasITd-0XIUm6P7sL_tQcWWQkpbN2Ye7MV2Bx9HmrS_CAzltXvFxA2x0jrMBkGEgsT-Xm-CozxCYM9-x3v10KeFvSOBB3pAa4dmvHnRcBGZDm5CHJvdbAT3u9ktzDGLTGVjZOHUdMgZy_FDL28sGmBHwRguobFS-LY8DE9Q0S2Dglxxadk0agX_C9j3jPZDdZn80=&c=-qC1yEAcTSut_rSZgKJ34zVfb6_vVXn-HWZyFrASIJJYkhyIxMOJUQ==&ch=yEQvAUXu53bC4etpppgeMIXWSwBZwOq6Gyb4-G4zAJKpIobd3joP1Q==
https://mhii6ndab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SYcPE6Ktt0bht68vyNQW0iByQCFLDXuHUCuJVMMdasITd-0XIUm6P_7AF8ZafUiA8r5M5g2C0IBJq8JiSifi_bmbgQtI4OZh-Y8HS29sH2CbTAJfBTT7CB7vWwwQ2E7lQ5vnvxiYHT0gudC1SDlnkTvrsuBH5N8QyXxvpLaYM2S7s4phgedVrI8rN3zECIyHGWKCOtqifMo=&c=-qC1yEAcTSut_rSZgKJ34zVfb6_vVXn-HWZyFrASIJJYkhyIxMOJUQ==&ch=yEQvAUXu53bC4etpppgeMIXWSwBZwOq6Gyb4-G4zAJKpIobd3joP1Q==
https://mhii6ndab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SYcPE6Ktt0bht68vyNQW0iByQCFLDXuHUCuJVMMdasITd-0XIUm6P_7AF8ZafUiA8r5M5g2C0IBJq8JiSifi_bmbgQtI4OZh-Y8HS29sH2CbTAJfBTT7CB7vWwwQ2E7lQ5vnvxiYHT0gudC1SDlnkTvrsuBH5N8QyXxvpLaYM2S7s4phgedVrI8rN3zECIyHGWKCOtqifMo=&c=-qC1yEAcTSut_rSZgKJ34zVfb6_vVXn-HWZyFrASIJJYkhyIxMOJUQ==&ch=yEQvAUXu53bC4etpppgeMIXWSwBZwOq6Gyb4-G4zAJKpIobd3joP1Q==
https://mhii6ndab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SYcPE6Ktt0bht68vyNQW0iByQCFLDXuHUCuJVMMdasITd-0XIUm6P6me0NLN4CcJT9nkpKANeO4r0v4Zm8uYP84vjvCf-5jvQwrz8zm-b_zfwzHWHGFX2jP8FRiPoCSZul45AmUQZxyEh8NKbl97zgIahbTBPuO712JNzDg-K4r9I4K7Y_DFcxD6mCgh0JmS&c=-qC1yEAcTSut_rSZgKJ34zVfb6_vVXn-HWZyFrASIJJYkhyIxMOJUQ==&ch=yEQvAUXu53bC4etpppgeMIXWSwBZwOq6Gyb4-G4zAJKpIobd3joP1Q==
https://mhii6ndab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SYcPE6Ktt0bht68vyNQW0iByQCFLDXuHUCuJVMMdasITd-0XIUm6Px00fqLNDWvidW48af7L-tNsi-m3Ycmaq-GDP8cyaAz-91BIaAfpPZqwQeqHa1f1egRPRB292r4svIZDcu9GtGQ29rHi0H23EeLi6YrmfzqexYYLFWp_ayU=&c=-qC1yEAcTSut_rSZgKJ34zVfb6_vVXn-HWZyFrASIJJYkhyIxMOJUQ==&ch=yEQvAUXu53bC4etpppgeMIXWSwBZwOq6Gyb4-G4zAJKpIobd3joP1Q==
https://mhii6ndab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SYcPE6Ktt0bht68vyNQW0iByQCFLDXuHUCuJVMMdasITd-0XIUm6P6NQRAInlIzaHgVDS2VqNgPnBNNK1hxNe5ySonCAzdBCKtjCAid3CtiH_XyLKu2NT0gVAv_290AZ3fGXeRdFU3rvv7JTHQU8tD7JD4rQ2CAPnO-VbChgIZOpd74FlzXfS7saygN3GEIJ&c=-qC1yEAcTSut_rSZgKJ34zVfb6_vVXn-HWZyFrASIJJYkhyIxMOJUQ==&ch=yEQvAUXu53bC4etpppgeMIXWSwBZwOq6Gyb4-G4zAJKpIobd3joP1Q==
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=elca&nav=8140090b-9781-4e94-b9b9-9a14a757996f
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=elca&nav=8140090b-9781-4e94-b9b9-9a14a757996f

